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ILLINOIS COMHUNITY COLLEGE BOARD 
ELEVENTH BIENNIAL REPORT 
1985-1986 



DISTRICT ORG^iliZftTibN 



Aithough the first public junior cbliege in Illinois Was tBstablished in jbliet 
in 1901, the Illinois Public Junior College Act was not passed until 1965. 
The Act was an oatgrowth of the 1964 Master Plan published by the Illinois 
Board of Higher Education. This legislation, with subsequent amendments, is 
the basis of the present system of public cbiraraihity colleges in Illinois. 



There currently are 39 public _ cbntmuhity college districts cbn^rised of 50 
colleges and five branches. Of these 39 districts, 37 have locally elected 
boards of trustees, one (City Colleges of Chicago) has a local board of 
trustees appbihted by the maybri and one (State GonSanity College) has a local 
board of trustees appbihted by the Governor. Thirty-sijc of the districts have 
a single cbllege. Three districts are muiti-coliege, with Chicago having 
eight colleges, Illinois Eastern having four colleges, aixd Black Hawk having 
two colleges. With the exceptibti bf State Cbntmuhity Cbllege ^ each district 
has tax levy authority to provide local sUppbrt for district bperatibns. The 
39 districts now include 97 percent bf the State's population and 92 percent 
of the territory in the State. 

eleventh biennium, there were 40 cbii^lete or partial public 
high school and unit districts not within community cbllege district 
territory. As a result of adoption of Public Act 84-0509, however, all 
territory in the state will be included in a public community cbllege district 
by July 1, 1990. Therefore, each of the 40 high school and unit districts not 
currently in community college district either will annex tb one bf the 39 
current districts or become part bf a hew community cbllege district. 



STUDENT ENROLLMENT 



^proximately 50 percent of all students (bh a headcbuht basis) in 
undergraduate higher education in Illihbis are enrolled in coSiiunity 
colleges. Since many community cbllege students attend bh a part-timt basis 
in short--term courses beginning after the regular fall term begins, the total 
number of students enrolled during the year is considerably higher than the 
opening fall term enrollment figures indicate. Table 1 shbws the annual 
unduplicated headcount bf students, enrolled in credit cburses at coiraaunity 
colleges during fiscal year 1985 and fiscal year 1986 by program of 
instruction. 
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Table 1 

Fiscal Year 1985 arid Fiscal Year 1986 Annual UtidUplicated Headcbutit 
Ehrbllmeht in Illinois Public Cbittmuhity Colleges by 
Ihstructidhal Program Area 



PrOKram Area 


FY 1985 


FY 1986 


Baccalaureate 


222,451 


195,616 


Occupational 


187,310 


189,020 


Vocational Skills 


66,076 


79,836 


General Studies 


114,206 


92,085 


Adult Basic/ Secondary 






aiid Remedial 


102,810 


129,871 


Other 


2<h^l4^5 


751 


Total 


712,998 


687,179 



While overall ehrbllments decreased in fiscal year 1986, enrollment in 
occupational^ vocational skills^ and adult basic ^ adult secondary, and 
remedial jprbgrams increased. A substantial number of students in cononunity 
colleges (39 ^ercehtil are enrolled in programs and courses designed to prepare 
individuals for employment or to upgrade the skills heeded to maintain the 
students* marketability in this period, of rapidly changing technology. 
Cbmntunity colleges serve a diverse j)opulatibh With ever 27 percent of the 
ehrbllmehts_ beitig mihbrities^ almost 58 percent being females^ and the average 
age being 31.9 years. 



PROGRAMS 



In 1985_ and 1986 cbinmuhity cblleges cbhtihued tb add^ withdraw^ and change 
curricula in ati effort to keep pace with changing student heeds and dob 
markets. In the baccalaureate/trahsf er category^ most colleges have 
cbhsblidated their baccalaureate programs by converting major-specific degrees 
to general Associate in Arts and Associete in Science degrees designed to 
provide flexibility in transfer options. 

The huixiber of bccupatibhal curricula offered by the coninunity colleges 
cbhtihues to increase. __These _ curricula accbuht fbr the largest percentage of 
the total curricula offered by cbtramihity cblleges. Curricula currently are 
offered iti inbre than 230_ discrete bccupatibhal fields. Occupational curricula 
have changed considerably* during the last twb years due to hew employment 
trends. Unique curricula have been added in areas bf advanced techhblbgy such 
as Mcrbcbn5)uter telecbiranuhicatiohSi laser/electrb-bptics techhblbgy, and 
digital and micrbprbcessor electronics. Office occupations carricala, 
especially wbrd and data prbcessihg, have been added or modified to incorporate 
the use bf microcoroputrBrs . As the health teclmologies have advanced, new 
burrictila such, as diaghbstic medical sbnbgrajphy and con^uterized tomography 
have beeti added. 
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The cbimrwnity colleges are ♦working to meet the educational and eniploymeht 
needs within their districts by constantly updating the curricula and courses 
they offer. The colleges also are iti the process of developing articulation 
agreements with secondary vdcatidtial regional systems. 

Table 2 indicates the tiUmber of existing curricula arid courses in the 
contmunity colleges. 



Table 2 

Number of Curricula and CbUries in Illinois Public Cbmmuhity Colleges 

December 1986 



CufficUla Cours e s 





j^umber 


Percentage 


Number 


Percent SRt^ 


Baccalaureate 


375 


6% 


14,712 


28% 


Occupational 


3,390 


74 


18,313 


34 


Vocational Skills 


400 


9 


7,692 


14 


General Studies 


380 


8 


8,124 


15 


Remedial 


50 


i 


1,011 


2 


Adult Basic/Secondary Education 


100 


2 






Total 


4,595 


100% 


53,585 


100% 




FINANCE 



















The coitmranity colleges^ a^^ through a cdmbination of local taxes ,^ student 

and fees, state grants, and other miscellaneous revenue. The five 



current state (Illinois Community College Board) grants are credit hdUr, 
equalization, disadvantaged student, ecdndmic development, and advanced 
technology equipment grants. 

Credit hour grants, which accdunt fdr approximately 76 percent of all state 
grants to colleges, are distributed to the colleges on the basis of 

^osts in seven instructional categories. Enrollments in 
instruct^ional cate^^^ which have higher state average costs per credit hour 

are funded at a higher level than categories which have lower state average 
costs per credit hour. 

Equalization grants account for _^ percent of alt Illinois Community College 
Board grants. The^e grants attempt to reduce the disparity among districts in 
local tax wealth per resident student . These grants are distributed only to 
districts Whose equalized assessed valuation per full--time equivalent resident 
student is below the statewide a/erage. During fiscal year 1987, 17 districts 
received equalization grants. 
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Disadvantaged student grants are used to provide special services necessary to 
help educationally disadvantaget? students gain the educatibhal competencies 
necessary to pursue college-level work for either, job training or transfer. 
Activities supported through these grants include testings cbuhselihgi 
tutoring, and services for physically handicapped students. Currently, this 
grant provides each college a basic grant of $20^000. The balance is 
distributed based on the number of instructional credit hburs in adult basic 
and secondary education and remedial education. 



Economic deveiopment grants support cditimunity colleges in their efforts to 
work with local businesses to meet their educational needs. Each district 
receives a basic ZF?^^_pf Jl>36,000. The remaining apprbpriatidn is distributed 
by the number of occupational credit hours of instruction. 

Advanced technology equipment grants assist community colleges in procuring 
state-of-the-art equipment used for instructional purposes. Grants are made 
to 55^1^ cj>™™^Sity college district based on the number of occupational credit 
hours produced by that district. 

Table 3 shows the state apprbpriatibhs since fiscal year 1980 for public 
community colleges. While full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollments increased by 
as much as 26 percent during this peribd^ the increase between fiscal 
year 1980 enrdllment and the estimated fiscal year 1987 enrollment is only 
f^Yf _ P®_^^_®T^^' State apprdpriatidhs have increased by 51 percent between 
fiscal years 1980 and 1987. A very significant, pbrtibn bf this growth has 
been achieved in the last three years, arid thus has yielded state grants per 
FTE abovp the $1,000 level. 



Table 3 

Summary of Illinois Community College Board Grants 
for CjJttmiunity CdJ.lege^^ 
Fiscal Year 1980 Thrdugh Fiscal Year 1987 

















-Advanced 










FTK 








.Economic 


Technology 




State 






Student 


Gradit 


Kqualization 


Disadvantased 


Daveloprent 


Equipment 




Grants 










Grants 


Sjtudant Grants 


Grants 


Grants 


Total 


Per FTE 


FX 


1960 


172.384 


1103.252.400 


117.200.000 


14.700.000 


i — 


$ 


1125. 152. 4dd 


t 726 


FX 


1981 


196.480 


109.199.500 


19.839.500 


5.100.000 






134.l39.ddd 


683 


FX 


1982 


215.358 


116.002.500 


23.561.700 


5.000,000 






144.564.266 


671 


FX 


1983 


217.241 


113.660.400 


25.9^7.000 


5. Odd. Odd 






144.587.466 


666 


FX 


1984 


198 « 816 


114.596,700 


27,848.200 


5,ddd,ddd 


2.500,666 




149.944.900 


754 


FX 


1985 


190.576 


119,465.600 


31.027,166 


5.366.666 


2.766.666 


2.666.000 


160.432.700 


642 


FX 


1986 


181.687 


137.148. dob 


28.887.900 


7.666.660 


3.500.600 


2.350.000 


178.685.900 


_ 985 


FX 


1987 


181.323* 


142.919,509 


32.566,489 


7,566.000 


3,686.000 


2.522.000 


189.259.998 


1,043* 



*B8tiiiatad 
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FACILITIES 

Since 1965, $438 million of state fUhds_ have been _ appropriated to help 
construct or remodel petTnanent facilities for 45 of the 50 public cbmmuhity 
colleges in Illinois. The $438 millidn of state funds, cbmbihed with 
$488 million of local funds and $32 million of federal funds , have resulted in 
the construction and remodeling of approximately 17.8 millidn gross square 
feet of facilities for cotranunity colleges as shown in Table 4, Although the 
most needed facilities have been constructed, there are still cdnstructibh 
needs at some colleges, primarily remodeling ancl rehabilitatidti prdjects. 

??Y?F?^_Pf_ J[i^^^^^3^^ses which have not received state apprdpriatibhs have 
constructed permanent facilities with local funds. The last twd remaining 
colleges without permanent facilities have received apprdpriated funds for 
fiscal year 1986 and currently are under cdnstrUctidri. 

Several of the 45 colleges that have received state funds for biiildihgs db not 
have ail the basic fatsili ties that are needed to complete the campus. Several 
other coiieses are still asing t^n5)orary^ facilities which were built with 
local funds when these colleges first started operation. These tuildings were 
designed to last onij^ e^ight to ten years , until the permanent campus would be 
constructed. Although some of these facilities are still used by the colleges 
to provide needed space ^ they are energy inefficient, expensive to maintain, 
and do hot meet federal handicapped requirements. 

Fisca^ constraints, at both the state and local levels, have resulted in the 
constraction of^ few new buiidj.ngs during the past two years. Meanwhile, 
although enrollments haytB remained constant or declined, new prdgraitis fdr the 
emerging technologies are creating a need for different kinds of space. In 
addition, some of t^ ^_^J-J-^?-ngs are beginning to need major reitiddelihg 

or renovation. )^ajor jremodeiing also is required to accdtnmddate handicapped 

accessibility and energy conservation. Fiscal year 1985 legislation allowed 
the colleges to levy taxes or sell bonds to fund needed remodeling and 
renovation for protection, health, and safety prdjects. Itl additidh, the 
Legislature provijied some funds for minor remodeling and rendvatidn thrdUgh 
"Build Illinois" bond funds in fiscal years 1986 and 1987. 

Table 4 



Total Permanent and Teit^porary Community College Facilities 

by Types of Funding 
(Both Coit^leted and Under Constructidn as df Fall 1986) 

Net Assignable Grbss 
Square Feet Squar e 



EKLC 



state-Funded Pennanent* 8,069,954 12,193,780 

Locally Funded Pennanent 3,388^636 4,595.855 

total Permanent 11,458,590 16,789,635 

Locally Funded Ten^orary 746 .322 964.172 

Total 12 , 204 , 912 17 , 753 , 807 

*Ihcludes a local share of at least 25 percent. 
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LEGISLATIOti 



The. following significant legislation affecting cbntztrunity collfcges was enacted 
in 1985 and 1986 by the Illinois General Assembly, 

3. 985^ Session 



PA 84-0507 provided for high impact training services programs. 

PA 84-0509 mandated that all areas in the state would be included in 
a community college district by 1990, 

PA 84^^^^^ specified the funding formula and grant 

amounts for community college dpefatiohs for fiscal year 1986. 

PA 84-1095 extendedthe date of the early retirement provision in the 
State Universities Retirement System to September 1, 1992. 



PA 84-1434 mandated that all public coicimunity college and university 
governing boards establish a program to ensure the oral English 
proficiency of all classroom instructors. 

PA 84-1244 and PA 84-^ specified the fuhding formula and grant 
amounts for commanity college dpefatiohs for fiscal year 1987. 

PA 84-1424 allowed community college districts to co-mihgle funds 
with other coimmanity college districts, school districts ^ and 
townships for investment purposes. 

PA 84-1068 created progrfiutis for the education of dropouts between the 
ages of 16 and 23. 

PA 84-1472 provided that political subdivisions with the power to 
levy taxes may levy sufficient conounts to pay the employer's share of 
medicare taxes. Eligible taxes are those imposed by the federal 
goverhmeiit on employees hired on or after March 1, 1986, 

PA 84-1383 provided for the award of diplomas to students who 
successfully con^lete alternative education programs. 



^he^ following is a summary of -*-ant activities of the Illinois Community 

college Board and its staff during Eleventh Biennium: 



■abor Market Infonoatioh. During fj.8cal years 1985 atid 1986, the 



Illinois Community Colxege Board^ in cooperation with the other member 
agencies of the Illinois Occupational Information Cbordihatihg Coitttnittee 

B 



1986 Session 
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pOICC)^ has been working to provide colleges with better labor mafket 
ihfptTnatibh for program planning and evalaation. Within -the last two years ^ a 
series of workshops has been conducted on what information is available and 
how to use it. The Illinois Cornmunity College Board was active in supporting 
the development of the new Substate Employment Projects System that provides 
industry and occupational demand data at the county level. In addition, the 
lOICC's Occupational Inforraatibh System supply/demand reports were produced 
for each cdtnmunity college district. For the first time, these reports 
provide a tool for comparing occupatibnal supply and demand by given program 
areas . 



Minority Repf esentatidn . As_ a result bf the passage of Public Act 84-726^ the 
Illinois Community Cdllege Board has uhdertakeh several activities concerning 
minority student paf ticipatidh in cbmmuhity colleges. In order to analyze 
current and past participation and tb establish baseline data for future 
analysis^ the ICCB staff has conducted a study of minority student 
participation in community colleges. A higher proportion of mindrity 
undergraduates are ehrblled in community ccileges than are etirdlled in 
baccalaureate degree-granting institutions in Illinois. Although minority 
represehtatibh among completers is higher at community colleges than at 
baccalaureate degree-granting institutions, the proportion of mindrity 
contpletefs is lower than the proportion of minority enrollment. This 
indicates retention rates are Ipwesr for minority than non-minority students. 
The Illinois Bdard of Higher Educatibn has passed resolutions which require 
each community Cdllege to mbhitbr the participation and con^ietion of minority 
students, to develop methods to determine the coasohs for the success and 
failure df mindrity students^ and tb develop plans and goais to improve the 
participation and cbmpletibh ratess of minority students. The Illinois 
Cdmmunity College Board is coordinating these activities and will prepare an 
annual report on the progress the colleges are making in meeting these 
requirements. 



Transfer Study . In fiscal year 1986, completion of a five-year longitudinal 
study df students transferring from community colleges to senior colleges and 
universities in Illihbis occurred. The study followed approximately 9,800 
students trahsf erring in the fall of 1979. The purposes of the study were to 
identify the num^nr and mbbility patterns of Illinois two-year college 
students; td identify the pre-transfer characteristics of these students; to 
determine the level bf^ persistence, baccalaureate con^letion, and performance 
after transfer; tb determine the predictive validity of two-year college 
graduates; and td analyze the relationship between post-transfer achievement 
and pre-transfer characteristics. The results of the study indicate that 
students from twb-y ear colleges perform very well after transferring. This is 
particularly true fbr those students who have earned Associate in Arts and 
Associate in Science degrees before transferring. These students have higher 
persistence rates, higher completion rates, and higher grade point averages 
than thbse students who transfer before earning the degrees designed tb 
prepare students tb transfer. 



External Evaluatibh bf the Xg^b Rec ognition Process . During the latter half 
of fiscal year 1986, the Center for Higher Education at Illinois State 
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University conducted an evaluation of the ICCB recognition process. The 
objectives of this; evaluation f^ere: 



^^.^Y^^^'^?^^?..^^^ overall effectiveness of the ICCB*s recognition 
progrmn a,s perceived by local coinntunity college administrators. 
2; To assess tUe value of the changes made in the recognition progratii 
during the past three years. 

3. To evaluate the three phases (preparatidn» on-site visits and 
reporting format) of the recdgnitidn program. 

4, To identify potential improvements to enhance the effectiveness of 
the recognition program. 

Pro^eduraiiy , the evaluation involved personal interviews, a mail survey, and 

? of ICCB documents ; While the evaluation report included several 

recommendations for improvement, results of the evaluation were generally 
highly positive. 



Repair and Rehbvatibh Grants . In fiscal year 1986, the Build Illinois program 
initiated by Gbverhbr Thompson and approved by the General Assembly 
appropriated funds to cottmnihtty colleges ^o repairing and renovating college 
facilities. The funds , totalling $3,6 million, were appropriated again in 
fiscal yefi^r 1987 and are expected to be appropriated for fiscal years 1988- 
1990^ The funds are allocated to districts based on the fall on-caii^us gross 
square footage of facilities owned by the district. 

Protection. Healths and Safety Projects . Legislation was approved itl fiscal 
year 1985 granting community college districts authority to levy a tax ahd/pr 
_ A° P^oiects approved by the ICCB. The projects eligible 

under protej:tion, heaiyi^ safety legislation are those related to energy 

conservation, _P^°^^^^^°^_»__ handicapped accessibility, or 

health/safetyj^ Projects are limited in cost to not less than $25,666 nor more 

than $i»5 mtiiton^ ^^oJ®^^? submitted for approval must include a 

certification by the local board of trustees that local funds are not 
available to finance tte project and one of the following: a lawful order of 
some lOY?'^*^??^^^ ^Sen^y having authority to regulate community college 
faciitttes/sites to correct certain structural or environmental conditions, a 
licensed architect or engineer's certification that conditions of the 
f aciltttes j)ose a threat to the structural integrity of the facilities^ or a 
board of trustees s^tud^y which su their assertion that the condition of 

facilities poses a hazard to Individuals. Districts may levy up to five cents 
per $100 of equalized assessed valuation annually until projects are cbn^leted 
and/or they may sell bonds up to $1.5 million to finance protection, health, 
and safety projects. 

Arti^alatioh With Illihbis State Board of Education ; During fiscal year 1985, 
the lUihbis State Board of Educatt^on ^n^^^ Illinois Community College Board 
sighed a vrritten agreement designed to art tcuia^^^ the sta*^i3 jidministration of 
vbcatibhal education in the public community colleges. This articulation 

effort has already resulted in the elirainati on of duplicative reporting 

processes. Currsntly, m^ch progress also has been made in combining the 
separate prbgram approval and program evaluation processes of the two 
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agencies. The articulation agreement between the two state agencies also is 
an example of the type of articulation that is being encouraged between 
cdttmiunity colleges and secbh^^ the local level. The IJililbis 

State Board of Education's Education for Employment Policy Plan requires 
cbtttmuhity colleges, to develop written articulation agreements With secondary 
regional systems for vocational education. Such articulation agreements are 
designed to ehcpurage cooperative efforts which would lead to efficiency and 
programmatic alignment which would make it easier for students to continue 
their technical education at the community college. 

Advanced ToehnbloRy — Equipment Grants . in fiscal year 1985, advanced 
technology equipment grants were initiated to support high techno^ gy 
equipment needs in cdmmUhitr college instructional programs. Fit^t-year 
funding of this prd&ram was distributed oh a cbn^etitive basis to twenty 
community colleges. In subsequent years, advanced technology equipment grants 
have been allocated by formula to all districts on the basis of occupational 
credit hours. These grants provided $2 million in fiscal year 1985 and 
$2.35 million in fiscal year 1986 for colleges to use in updating instruction 
equipment in many program areas. 

Admission — Criteria for Transfer Programs . During fiscal year 1985, the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education initiated a process which resulted in the 
adoption of ^ conmion admission criteria for baccalaureate programs at colleges 
and universities and pre- baccalaureate programs at community colleges. Since 
the adoption of common admission requirements, the community college system 
has been preparing to implement them to be effective in admitting new students 
prior to the fall of 1993, Each coiranuhity college has a staff task force at 
work on this project. Community colleges also have been working with area 
high schools to ensure that students are informed about the new requirements 
in time to select the appropriate courses in high school. ICCB staff has 
sponsored several workshops designed to assist college personnel with 
developing admission procedures. 



AREAS OF CONCERN 

Extension of the Current Nurse Practice A^t . The current Nurse Practice Act 
will ejcpire on December 31, 1987. It is anticipated that an attempt will be 
made to replace the current Act with one which WbUld require a bachelor of 
science degree to obtain certification as a Registered Nurse. Graduates bf 
community college associate degree nursing programs wbUld no longer qualify 
for certification as registered nurses. This proposal would dismantle a 
proven system of associate degree nursing_ education which has ably met the 
health care needs of Illinois citizens. This proven system is evidenced by 
the fact that average scorer of AAS graduates on the nursing board exams 
exceed those of bA graduates. The proposal also would decrease the available 
number of registered nurses to meet the state's health care needs and could 
drastically reduce access to education and employment of minority and 
economically disadvantaged students whb traditionally choose the economical 
two-year associate degree nursing programs. As a result, the Illinois 
Coinrounity College Board supports extending the current Nurse Practice Act; 
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Inadequacy of ^ax Revenae tn Cytain b^Lst^rtcts . There are at least two 

dii^tlnct problems which result in the inadequacy of local tax revenues. One 
results from decreases in assessed valuations in many districts, the primary 
catise of such decreases is decreases in the value of farmland, aithougft 
business and industrial closings are a cbhtributihg factor as well. A second 
problem is the inadequacy of certain tax rates and the lack of voter supjpdrt 
to increase those rates. While equalization grants are designed to alleviate, 
in part^ the tax base problem^ these grants do hot address tax rate problems. 
New and creative solutions are heeded so that districts will be able to levy 
£km6uhts sufficient to cover the local share of operating costs for their 
colleges. 



Viability of Low Enrol Imeht Colleges . Goiranuhity colleges are required by law 
to be comprehensive^ i.e.^ to offer courses in liberal arts and sciences and 
general education; adult education; and occupational, semi-tectmicai or 
technical curricula leading directly to c^loymeht, with at least fifteen 
percent of the latter being in fields other than business. Along with 
ihstructibh in cbmprehehsive cbursewbrki cblleges must bffer a variety bf 
academic support services and j)rbvide adequate facilities and equipment fbr 
quality ihstructibh tb take place. As pbpulatibns and assessed valuatibhs 
decline in sbme areas i the prbvisibh of cbn^rehehsive programs albhg with all 
support tb this ihstructibh becbmes increasingly difficult. Studies are 
underway within the Illihbis Cbiipuhity College Bbard tb determine whether 
there is ah ehrbllmeht pbiht belbw which a cbllege is unable tb provide 
quality^ comprehensive programs and services under current funding programs. 



Meeting the Statewide and Regional Needs of Cbirenerce^ and Industry . Conmtunity 
cblleges are ideally located to provide ^c^lbymeht training and services for 
commerce and industry within their district boundaries, there are instances • 
hbwever^ when it may be apprbpriate for a community cbllege district other 
than the Ibcal district tb provide enplosrmeht training and services. For 
example^ sbme specialized types bf services are available at bhly a few 
cbiitiituhlty cblleges within the state^ and cbinmerce and industry seeking such 
specialized services hbt available in their district run ihtb barriers caused 
by district bbuhdaries. Fbr instance^ state and federal entities such as 
cbrrectlbhal ihstitutibhs^ hatibhal brgahizatibhs ^ 

ahd_ businesses sbmetimis cbhduct hatibhal br statewide searches fbr vehdbrs bf 
eii^lbymeht training and services^ and alsb cbhfrbht district bbuhdaries. the 
cbiramihity cbllege system heeds tb develbp a process fbr cbmxituhity cblleges tb 
cbbperate with one ahbther tb make appropriate ihstructibn and services 
available across boundary lines. A task fbrce established in fiscal year 1987 
will address this cbhcerh. 
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Retirees* H e dical Insurance . Public schbbl and university en^loyees are 
provided an bppbrtuhity tb cbhtihue medical insurance coverage after they 
retire^ with varying degrees bf state subsidy.. However, cbiramihity college 
retirees do not have this coverage unless the Ibcal district has elected tb 
provide it, and not all do. It is an in^brtant gbal to have cbmimihity cbllege 
retirees universally covered and covered in a consistent manner. Since the 
state has rejected atten^ts to have these enqiloyees covered by a state- 
subsidized programt it is necessary tb explore other dptldns. Efforts 
currently, are underway tb develbp a prbpbsil that wbiild prbvide for a partial 
iiibsidy thrbiigh a state grant apprbl^:iated to the IGG^^^ 
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S tate Reimbursement/Credit for Locally Funded Gonstraction Projects ; Many 
cbnintuhity college districts have provided either the entire amount of funds 
for construct ion projects or that amount in excess of their normal 25 percent 
share with the expectation that they will receive either a direct 
reimbursement or a credit from the state toward a future state-funded 
project. In order to be eligible for this reimbursement/credit, the project 
would have to meet humerbus criteria ^ including having had Illinois eommunlty 
Cbllege Bbard and Illinois Board bf Higher Education approval as a 
reimbursement/credit prbject and having bBeh administered by the Capital 
Develbpmeht Bbard. The ICCB currently is in the process of certifying 
prbjects for eligibility. The next step is to det^^ine how and when such 
reimbursements/credits may be obtained through the appropriation process. 

S pecial Services jgr Minority g^^ . Communi t y _co liege s^ enr o 11 s tudent s 

from ail ethnic^ and minority groups in about the same proportion as found in 
the g^eraj. J^oP^iation. As ji resjiit^, the community colJ.eges are enrolling 
increased trambers of black and Jiispanic students^ Currently, 79 percent of 
ail black and fiifP5^ic^_ students ©nroijed in public undergraduate higher 
education in Illinois are at community colleges. The community colleges are 
challenged with t^fie^PP^^tunity to assist minority students to successfully 
_ ^^^^J^^i-P^^j- will require innovative new 

programs, specially trained faculty and support staff, and adequate funding. 
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